
The Worst Form of Government?  
Democracy from Plato to Marx 

      
 

Democracy, said Winston Churchill, is the worst form of Government. He noted 

however, that all other systems that had been tried and found wanting.  

In this course we explore, the roots and varieties as well as recurring problems and 

new developments of democracy from the perspective of political philosophy. We 

also look at the impact of theory on institutions, and examine of a number of very 
interesting case studies. 

Part 1: Roots of Democracy ï Plato to Rousseau  

 

¶ Lecture One : Democracy for Philosopher Kings: Plato 

¶ Lecture Two : Democracy, Kind of: Aristotle 

¶ Lecture Three : The Handbook for Get Ahead Politicians: Machiavelli 

¶ Lecture Four : Nasty Brutish and Short: Life Under Thomas Hobbes 

¶ Lecture Five : Born Free? Jean-Jacques Rousseauõs Unchained Melody 

Part 2: Modern Democratic Thought  

 

¶ Lecture Six : Eminent Victorian? John Stuart Mill and Representation 

¶ Lecture Seven : Not So Eminent Victorian! Karl Marxõs Communism 

¶ Lecture Eight : Keeping it off the Streets: Elite Theories ð Robert Dahl 

¶ Lecture Nine : Moderns: James Fishkin and Deliberative Polling 

¶ Lecture Ten : Subsidiarity: Tony Benn and Margaret Thatcher Say Yes 

 

 

Where: UCD Adult Education, Belfield   

When: Tuesdays: 7 to 9 (Starts 30th Sept) 

Who: Dr Cathal Coleman UCD School of Politics 

 Cost: û: 175  Contact: T. 01 716 7123 M. adult.education@ucd.ie 
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