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Press Release

Solus calls on Minister to clarify his proposals
Solus, Ireland’s leading lighting company today (Thursday, 10 January 2008) called on the Minister to clarify what his exact proposals are in relation to the ban on incandescent lamps.

It was revealed today during a meeting with the Minister that his department had not put any proposals together on what lamps would be included in the ban and how he proposes to implement it. The Minister expressed his frustration when he revealed that this question had been posed to him by the Pat Kenny show.

It is a disgrace that the Minister should announce such a serious piece of legislation without consulting industry and the public on its effects before announcing it. He has now put an unrealistic deadline for its implementation.

There have also been a number of issues raised calling into question the legality of his proposals and the barriers it will impose on Irish industry to a free and open European market.

Another serious issue is that to date his department has not issued guidelines on how the public should deal with broken lamps. This is despite other European governments having clear advice to their citizens. This is a very serious matter as CFL lamps are classed as hazardous waste. 

It appears the Minister has announced this piece of legislation without viewing the full impact on industry and consumers. It will have a serious financial impact on consumers. Unfortunately at the moment a monopoly situation has been created. The EU fund used to promote energy efficiency is being managed by a semi state company who mainly support one company and have not openly allowed other companies access to the fund.

Solus feel that this fund should be used to offer financial incentives by subsidising the lamps for consumers. This is the situation in several EU member states where governments support the consumers and not utility companies. Unfortunately this money in Ireland is being used to subsidise a semi-state body.

It is important to clarify that Minister Gormley is not leading the drive in promoting energy saving lamps. Solus support the proposed ban and have been selling CFL lamps in Ireland for the last 12 years. These lamps have been promoted at Solus’s expense through our wholesale and retail partners.

It was observed in the departments building today that the Minister’s department is a large user of incandescent bulbs. The Minister does not practice what he preaches to date, despite public declarations on this matter.

We are disappointed by the lack of consultation and disregard for Irish industry and Irish jobs. All we ask is that that the Minister’s proposals are set out clearly and that we are given full time to be able to adjust our business accordingly. 

Other EU member states are proposing such a ban by 2011-2016 on a phased basis.

ENDS.
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